
 
 
 
 
7 March 2025 
 
 
Dear parents/carers,  
 
As we move through this busy term, it's important to take a moment to 
reflect on the power of gratitude. Showing appreciation, whether it’s 
towards our colleagues, students, or families, creates a positive and 
supportive environment for everyone. Small gestures of thanks can have a 
profound impact on morale and strengthen the sense of community 
within our school. Encouraging our students to express gratitude also helps 
them develop empathy and emotional resilience, skills that will benefit 
them both academically and personally. Our inclusion officers will be 
commencing positive patrol sessions through the week moving forward to 
dedicate time to praise our students.  Catching the positive will be a key 
theme in the coming weeks as we continue to cultivate an atmosphere of 
gratitude and acknowledge the efforts of those around us, making our 
school a place where kindness and appreciation flourish. 
 
The school office receives a huge number of communications by 
telephone and email, to be forwarded on to the correct team. These 
communications are prioritised and you should receive a response 
according to the table below: 
 
 
Priority Response time Example 

Important 
Same day response (this may 
be outside school hours) 

Would impact the student on that 
day 

Non-urgent Response within 48 hours All other enquiries 

Non-urgent 
For information only - no 
response needed 

Address changes/phone number 
updates 

 
 
 
 

 



 
A reminder to parents that no student is refused food because they do 
not have their lunch card. Students without cards will be asked to stand 
behind those who do, in the queue, before selecting their food. This is 
because it takes the catering staff seconds to make a sale if the student 
has their card, whereas with no card, the students’ account has to be 
accessed manually and the balance checked before the sale can be 
keyed into the system. Replacement cards are available in the Study Hub 
at break time, no card will be issued unless payment is received. The 
current cost of a replacement card is 50p, however the supplier’s prices 
increased in September 2024. This means that after the Easter holidays, 
replacement lunch cards will cost £1. Please remind your children to look 
after their cards. 
 
As a reminder the uniform requirements are below and I would kindly ask 
for you to familiarise yourself with this.   
 
24/25 IA Uniform/Equipment requirements  
 
 
Key Moments of the Week 
 
A reminder about our school production of Shrek the Musical. 
Performances will be on Wednesday 2 April, Thursday 3 April and Friday 4 
April at 6:30pm in the main hall. Tickets are available now, please head to 
the ‘online purchases’ area in MCAS (school production) and select the 
performance and quantity you would like to buy. Tickets are £2 each and 
there will be a limited number available for each night, so please make 
sure you get your tickets as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
 
 

 

 

https://ipswichacademy.paradigmtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/24_25-IA-Uniform_Equipment-and-Attendance-Requirements-1.pdf


 
 
 
On Monday 3 March, 30 Year 10 iMedia students participated in the 
IntoTech programme organised by Speakers for Schools. This initiative 
provided students with an excellent opportunity to explore careers within 
the technology sector. The programme featured an employer-led virtual 
session, including inspirational talks from industry experts. Following the 
session, students reported gaining valuable insights into the tech industry, 
particularly the emerging field of CreaTech, where creativity and 
technology converge. Throughout the session, students were able to 
engage and collaborate effectively with employers during the virtual call, 
sharing their thoughts and ideas on the subject. 
 
 
Upcoming Items 
 
On Wednesday 12 March, during period six, Ipswich Academy students 
will be taking part in Mental Health Mates - Sponsored Walk ‘n’ Talk, 
walking laps around the school field to raise money for the house system. 
The walk will also provide opportunities for students to make new friends, 
talk about their feelings and build positive relationships and conversation 
habits. 
Please sponsor them for this cause which will boost opportunities for 
students in our school and raise money for mental health charities. All 
students have their own personal sponsor form and will be competing as a 
base group to raise the most money. Please encourage them to seek 
sponsors. 
All money must be brought into school by Monday 10 March 2025 and 
handed to Base Group Tutors. 
 
On Monday 10 March we will be holding the Year 9 Booklook. Come 
along between 3:20-4:20pm to view your child's books and to see the 
amazing work they have achieved. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Useful tips for parents 

Safeguarding Pay Attention to School Performance: 
A sudden drop in grades might mean 
your teen is finding something hard, 
whether that be in their learning or 
socially. Ask how school is going and if 
they need help with anything. Let the 
school know so we can offer 
additional support where needed. 

Attendance Address Health Issues Promptly:  
If your child is unwell, ensure they get 
the care they need and return to 
school as soon as they're better. 
Regular attendance is crucial, and 
every day missed can have an 
impact. 

Reading/Literacy Praise Their Efforts: 
Celebrate your child's achievements, 
whether it’s finishing a book or 
improving on spelling tests. Positive 
reinforcement encourages them to 
keep working hard on their literacy 
skills. 

 
 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  
 

 
Miss S Torr 
Principal     

 


